\

— ——

e ———

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY
CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL

LIBRARY «‘

u -

| CrAss e |
Carn No. P
DGA 79. - é |

Y T ' -



PPN

-y






e

e N

V4

giear =«
A KHARIA SONG BOOK

WITH A PREFACE
 W.G. ARCHER

Tsyo Se oH, WEe o THe
- wawm gl

e




CEN"™ . TNV LOGICAR

L'Hm&“ i, i DELHI
Aocc. No Vm‘a? 84.‘;:‘

Date Ré/ ‘%f[...,
Call No 3?8 S}/ K ;2,&




TO

BHUPATI BHUSHAN AND AMALA MUKHER]I






PREFACE. . = L

The present collection, of ‘which-a small foreruniner

appeared in 1941,:is 2 first' attemipt to. record the ora}

poetry of the Kharias' and preserve it in book form. As

such, it may be called the first Kharia book, for it prints

for the first time in Kharia language a. subject-matter
which is essentially Kharia in origin and outlook.

“There are two services which such a- book may
render. At the present time, the “Kharias are drifting
towards that ‘loss of nerve’ “which Mr. Verrier Elwin
has diagnosed as the malady of many tribes in India.
They have not as yet reached the final despairing state of
the Bhuiyas and their cohesion as a tribe may yet avert
this worst of all possible evils. . -But. if the malady is to
be averted, it can only be by a new .accession of tribal
pride, a new perception that, in its main essentials, the
Kharia way of life is-the best way of life for the Kharias.
For this purpose, the printing of the tribal songs is by
no means irrelevant for it demonstrates to the tribe that
their poetry has a general and public value. It publicly
asserts the importance of Kharia poetry, ‘and it. . shows
that if certain -Kharias can collaborate in-a book and
thus proclaim an enthusiasm for: their way 'of life, there
is no reason why others should not sham ﬁhmr mﬁerwt
or recover their zest. : :

- But there is a further way in which the book may
help the tribe to keep or regain its poise. By printing
the poetry in Kharia, it has given a temporary stability
to the tribe’s language, a current definition of what the
Kharia language is. This, for the moment, may seem a
small matter, but to a tribe the importance of its own



i

language cannot be exaggerated. It is from the tribe’s
reaction to its world that a tribal language springs. It
transmits the tribe's traditions and forms a fundamental
part of its way of life. To weaken this language is to
weaken the tribe and, conversely, to strengthen its lan-
guage is to stimulate the tribe. If this book helps to
invigorate spoken Kharia and also to stem its decline
into ganwari, it will to that extent have aided the Kharias
to remain themselves.

Acknowledgments.— Of the songs collected, the
greater number were recorded for me during 1940 and
1941 by Babu Manmasih Tetetohran and Babu Daud
Dungdung, both of Simdega village, and by Babu Jatru
Kharia of village Tarloya, police station Raidih. These
songs were supplemented by collections made during the
same period in Gumla, Raidih amd Palkot thanas by the
Kharias whose names are given in the appendix. The
work of collection was throughout marked by great
enthusiasm and in kindling it, Mr. R. H. Lines, 1.C.S,,
Rai Sahib S. K. Aikath, Mr. Munilal Singh, Babu
Gopal Mahton and Babu Bishram Trofimus Toppo played
important parts. The task of collating the songs and
preparing the manuscript for the press was done by
Babu Jatru Kharia under my general supervision, while
in the last and crucially important stage of seeing the
- book through the press, the Rev.’H. Jacquemotte S.J. and
Brother Raphael Indwar gave invaluable help. To this
fusion of efforts, the book owes its present form.

W. G. ARCHER
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